Abstract: Physicians are also responsible for the increase in sexually transmitted infections. We report a case of patient inadequately monitored, that shows the importance of physicians to take basic measures with any individual at risk of acquiring such infections. We propose the following mnemonic acrostic: PRO-LIVES (Protection: usual and proper codom use, Responsibility, Other orientations, Laboratory tests -HIV infection, syphilis and B and C hepatitis-, Immunization: B hepatitis vaccination, Various: at least two patients, Ensure: case history and physical examination, Single dose treatment: whenever possible). Clinicians should take these measures when treating any patient who has been exposed to risk or with a diagnosis of sexually transmitted infections. of pregnant women received prenatal care, but only 79% of these women were diagnosed during the period. 61% of partners were not referred for evaluation, and only 5% were treated properly. 5 Another study showed that only 10 out of 83 physicians participating in the study were able to interpret syphilis serology properly. 
The number of cases of sexually transmitted infections (STIs) is increasing.
1 Postmodern cultural aspects -such as the refusal to follow rules, egocentrism, the transvaluation of values, and the devaluation of science at the expense of technology -may be involved in this growth. 2 STIs, which are an important cause of morbidity and mortality, are usually underdiagnosed. They represent a high socio-economic cost both in developing and industrialized countries. of pregnant women received prenatal care, but only 79% of these women were diagnosed during the period. 61% of partners were not referred for evaluation, and only 5% were treated properly. 5 Another study showed that only 10 out of 83 physicians participating in the study were able to interpret syphilis serology properly. Laboratory tests of other STIs: any patient who has been exposed to infection by a sexually transmitted agent may have been infected by others. Therefore, serological investigation for HIV, syphilis, and hepatitis B and C is essential. 9 Repeat tests are necessary due to incubation period of each infection.
Immunization against hepatitis B: any patient who has an STI and that is not protected against hepatitis B should be vaccinated.
Various: at least two patients. Any STI involves inter-human transmission, and evaluation of sexual partner(s) involved in the index case is required. Special care should be given to cases of viral diseases whose infection may have preceded a period of stable and monogamous relationship. However, physicians must take into consideration the impact of this diagnosis when counseling the couple. 10 Another instruction is that the patient is initially responsible for referring a sex partner for evaluation. In case of refusal, it is an ethical duty of the physician to do so, as suggested by the STD Manual of the Brazilian Ministry of Health. The mnemonic method presented herein is intended to facilitate basic behaviors before any patient diagnosed with STIs or even patients that only report risk of exposure to infection by these agents. q
